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The goal is not to look rich. The goal is to become free.

. Educational content only. Real estate involves risk, underwriting,
U/ DISCLAIMER financing, local laws, and market conditions. Use this guide as a

framework, not financial, tax, or legal advice.

| Was Not Born EEIC
Wealthy

I had an $80K salary, decent & |
credit, and a garage ':; g

dpartment in a high-crime

neighborhood. —

From the outside, my life looked —_= ———
stable. Inside, | felt trapped. | had a =

professional salary, but the math Garage apartment @ Asset control

still owned me. Rent, food, 9 $80K salary @ Rent-free path

transportation, utilities, debt, and
normal life kept eating the _
paycheck before it had a chance to Job dependence @ Time back

become wealth.

Tight money @ Six-figure passive income

This guide is the true story — with real numbers — of how one multifamily house hack changed
the trajectory of my life, my family’s life, and the lives of others | have helped along the way.
If you have a salary, decent credit, and discipling, this future may be closer than you think.
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WHAT ONE PROPERTY CHANGED

The Property
Was Not The
Finish Line

It was the first machine that
changed the math.

Your Jl Total
Housing Cost = sl Property Cost =

The godl is to stop carrying the full cost of

housing by yourself.

1.1

Live Rent-Free Build Cash Flow Build Equity Buy Back Time
Slash your biggest Let tenants help Debt falls, value Freedom is the
expense. pay you. can grow. real return.

This story shows the transformation. The Field Manual shows the execution:
market selection, valuation, financing, due diligence, operations, and templates.

WHAT YOU ARE ABOUT TO READ

This Is Not Hype

It is a real journey, with real mistakes, real numbers, and a system you can study. |
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Cash Flow Engine Wealth Snowball
The Landlord Shock

The First Win The Search THE TRAP
« you dre here

The guide is designed to build belief first and execution second. Do not skip the
execution. Inspiration without valuation, reserves, and systems can become
expensive.
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START HERE

The Story Begins
With Pressure i

Before the property, the rent rolls, the
renovations, and the passive income,
there was a garage. There was a bad
lboss. And there was one Army
Reserve sergeant who showed me a-
different game.

| did not need more
motivation. | needed a
structure that
changed the math.

That structure was
multifamily house hacking:
live in one unit, rent the
others, and let asset
control do what salary
alone could not.

Next
Chapter 1 — The Trap
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CHAPTERI1

THE TRAP

High Income. Low Freedom.

- #¥s Fort Tryon Park The Garage The Job Trap The House Hack
@gl where it clicked ===l where it started the pressure il the way out .[‘, &
Proof EEEEN

The Email at Fort Tryon Park

A monthly statement connected the kid
collecting cans to the man receiving passive
income.

One afternoon in 2026, | was standing in Fort
Tryon Park in upper Manhattan when the email
came in. It was my monthly statement from my
property manager.

| opened it: $31,721 deposited.
Rental income. After expenses.

After property management. 4
I looked up from my phone and stared at the George Washington A Z‘ _
Bridge. That bridge has always done something to me. = s

S\

When | was a teenager, | used to walk through that same park
collecting cans and bottles. Not for extra money. For food. |
remember trying to collect enough cans to buy something
simple, like a Whopper Jr. or a slice of pizza.

il $31,721

RENTAL INCOME DEPOSITED
AFTER EXPENSES, AFTER MANAGEMENT

The distance between the kid collecting cans and the man
receiving passive income started with one idea: own the building
you live in, and let tenant rent help carry the cost.
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ORIGIN

MY WORLD
WAS SMALL

At one point, | was a high school dropout. For about
three months, | roamed around looking for work just to
make ends meet. | delivered food for a Chinese
restaurant. | cleaned large apartment buildings. | took
whatever odd jobs | could find. Financial freedom was
not even a dream. My thinking was too narrow for that. |
just wanted to rent my own room. | wanted my own bed.

Eventually, | went back to high school and graduated. P
Later, | went to a public four-year college and earned a ]
business degree with around a B average. Nothing

about my path looked extraordinary. When | graduated,
my income came from a normal job. Just a paycheck. |

But there is a version of success that
looks good from the outside and feels
heavy when you are living inside of it.

PAIN

The Salary Trap

| was making about $80,000 a year living in Los Angeles.
To many people, that sounds like good money. If you come
from very little, an $80,000 salary sounds like you made it.

So yes, from the outside, | looked successful. But inside my
actual life, the math told a different story. After taxes, | was
taking home about $4,800 a month. Then came rent,
transportation, food, utilities, gas, insurance, and normal life. s a5
By the end of the month, the math had eaten almost everything.

@ $80k

SALARY LOOKED GOOD

$4.8K

MONTHLY TAKE-HOME

¢ $0-ish

LEFT AFTER LIFE

HOUSE HACK TAKEAWAY #1
@ The problem is not always income.

Sometimes the problem is structure.

expenses keep you trapped.
REALITY

The Garage Behind the Salary

A salary can make your life look stable while your biggest

At the time, | lived in a garage apartment in a high-crime

area of Lynwood, California. The garage was tiny —
so small | barely had room to walk around.
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I had a small school chair, a regular TV, and an
Xbox. That was my little world. | would sit there
and try not to think too hard about how a '

- -~

professional adult with a college degree had ~H . . B
ended up living like that. i s~ E
W 3 E :
—= Tiny garage High-crime area o
==L barely room to walk —’\l\/‘—' stogy off the radar g | L . __
Police nearby E Professional salary } R T : i o
Gangs in the alley but survival living Jif P ] =S AR ; £ s IR A
I S ¥ | ; / - . \ lu-.
. il "".\{ﬁ'_[,g,_\'"'\"’ y
I was not trying to get - y g
on anybody’s radar.
SURVIVAL MATH

THE SURVIVAL TREADMILL e o
Busy. Responsible. Productive. Still stuck. - the paycheck was gone before it could build
anything.

Rent Transport Jelele Utilities Debt

¢ & W T o

Money in

$4,800

=

Monthly take-home

What's left
——
$0

h‘".

To build wealth

. >,

@ The problem was never the Income. It was the structure underneath it.
-

I was not broke in the way people usually imagine. | was being responsible.
And still, | felt trapped.
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PRESSURE

The Job Trap

The money pressure would have
been enough by itself. But work
made it worse. | had a hostile boss.
The kind of boss that made the
workday feel heavy before it even _
started. He had a temper. K
He yelled. He called us useless. 8

The part that bothered me most

was not even the yelling. It was the "
names. He rarely called me by my

actual name. Different names.

Wrong names. Over and over. To =

him, it probably meant nothing. To - =

me, it felt like | did not matter.

HOUSE HACK TAKEAWAY #2
Most people think financial freedom is about
luxury. In my experience, it is about options —
S — the option to leave, speak honestly, take risks,
and live from strength instead of fear.

/& When you need the job, your freedom shrinks.
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BREAKING POINT . o

The Moment G .

It Got Too Real )

.:Q. ‘ - i g 4
Back then, | did not have freedom. : -!i;f A g % Q/(;.
| had bills. | wanted to go to the R —— 4

movies, dine out in nicer areas,
and visit family on the other side
of the country. But money was
always tight.

0

One of the most humiliating
moments came when | went
out to eat and my credit card
was maxed out. | reached for
my debit card. There was

| had not realized my

\M_/ account was that short. That
kind of moment stays with
you, not because of the

dinner but because of what
it tells you about your life.

\_\ You can be working hard and still be
, / one small miscalculation away
E from embarrassment.
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DISCOVERY

The Man Who

-l
The first person who made # ‘i -
me see another path was
not a millionaire influencer. It -
was an Army Reserve soldier -

.
named Sgt. Ramrup. b2
A} He was about 45 yegrs old.. In u'niform, he % =
N was a sergeant. In his full-time job, He 38 = s,
- worked as a federal GS-6 (Generall : ;2‘/ T
Schedule pay grade 6) timekeeper, making. S
about $50,000 a year. Before that, he had =5

worked as a cashier at a gas station.

As | got to know him, he started
revealing pieces of his life that did not
match the surface. He owned multiple
multifamily properties in New Jersey. He
owned gas stations, laundromats, and
self-service car washes. 2

THE BANK STATEMENT MOMENT

His passive income looked like what | imagined senior
I I vice presidents in finance made —

but he was not working 60-hour weeks. ~%

He was not impressive because of his job.
He was impressive because of what he owned.
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DISCOVERY

|l Had Been
Measuring
The Wrong Thing.

Two Men. Two Games.

On paper | was ahead. %
| had been measuring the
wrong thing.

VS. Sgt. Ramrup

o

' O Younger college grad, / GS-6 timekeeper,
\\/\ professmnc:l Slellela% former gas-station cashier
Income (The Job) ~ $80k salary Income (The Job) ~ $50k solory

— e~ :

INCOME-PRODUCING ASSETS INCOME-PRODUCING ASSETS

None yet

2

On paper, | was supposed to be ahead of him:
younger, college graduate, professional salary,
career path. But financially, he was playing a

Multifamily properties + businesses

SHIELD IN PLAY- Wealth

My salary looked good.
His assets created real options.

[ Y

completely different game.

What fascinated me was not only the Income.

It was how he started. He did not begin with
laundromats. He did not begin with gas stations.
He started building wealth through multifamily
house hacking. That was the part | could not
unsee.

N

HOUSE HACK TAKEAWAY #3
How does this create lasting assets?

The wealthiest-looking person is not
always the one with the best job.
Sometimes the biggest difference is
not Income — it is asset control.

— /i
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DIRECTION

The
Discovery

After seeing what Sgt. Ramrup
had built, | started looking at real
estate differently. A multifamily
property was not just a building. -
It was a machine.

ﬁ Live in one unit.

Rent the others.

Tenant rent helps
pay the mortgage.

Housing becomes
/I leverage,

1 not just expense.

For the first time, housing
no longer looked like just
an expense. It looked like
leverage.

| did not need a perfect life to start.
| needed a structure that could change the math.
How do | make this repeatable?

I had a salary. | had decent credit. |could save. | could sacrifice.

SHIELD IN PLAY- Systems
| needed a repeatable plan,
not another burst of motivation.
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NEXT STEP

The Real
Beginning

At the time, | had no idea that
one decision would eventually
lead to passive income, equity,
leverage, travel, and the ability to
reclaim my time.

| just knew | could not keep
building my future around
paying someone else’s
mortgage forever.

| had seen enough. | had seen
my own salary disappear every
month. | had seen how financial
dependence made me tolerate
things | hated. | had seen what
ownership did for Sgt. Ramrup.

So | started searching.
Not casually. Seriously.

01— <

885 gm[ﬂ]

13 27
Months Properties

| SHIELD IN PLAY~ Vitality
‘ Seven rejected offers taught me to
persist and improve, not quit.
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FIELD NOTES

What Chapter 1

Means For You u ,
|
The story is personal, but the lesson is practical: :
your income may look good while your ] I [ L] f ,
-
structure keeps you trapped. | I l LN 5’
- 1 . ’;/
( : N
0 (2 ) OV
A salary is not Housingis Asset control
a wealth plan. the biggest lever. is the real lever.
Income matters, but If tenant rent can help The goal is not to look
structure decides whether carry the property cost, successful. It is to own
money escapes every month your largest expense can something that keeps
\_ or starts building assets. become a wealth engine. working when you stop. P

READER CHECKPOINT
Where does your paycheck fl‘tf
disappear every month?
a What fear keeps you from What must you learn before
studying your first deal? buying?

FIELD MANUAL BRIDGE
Turn this into action: readiness checklist, market filter, deal
analysis, and operating plan.

What would living rent-free
change in your life?

Chapter 1is not asking you to buy a property tomorrow.
Itis asking you to stop accepting a structure
that keeps your income trapped.

CHAPTER 1 SHIELDS IN PLAY — Wealth - Systems - Vitality.
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